THIS IS ONLY A PROPOSED MAILING LIST POLICY.  IT HAS BEEN PROPOSED TO BECKY, BUT HASN’T BEEN APPROVED BY THE BOARD.

Promotional Mailings, Website and Newsletter Postings

The Wisconsin Academy of Family Physicians (WAFP) does not provide member contact lists to organizations and individuals unless the proposed reason for contacting our members has been submitted to the WAFP for review and has been approved. The decision as to whether the WAFP chooses to help promote the program, product or service in any way, such as providing contact lists, shall be determined solely on the basis of whether: 
1. The mailing piece, website posting and/or advertisement promotes a program, product or service which reasonably can be expected to be of interest to WAFP members by virtue of its relevance to the clinical and socioeconomic practice of medicine,

2. The mailing piece, website posting and/or advertisement is tastefully designed and does not make claims that have no basis in fact, and

3. To the best of the WAFP's knowledge, the sponsor of the mailing piece, website posting and/or advertisement is reputable and can be expected to provide the service or product promoted in the mailing piece in accordance with the language therein.

Upon approval, the WAFP may do one or more of the following depending on what the WAFP decides benefits our members best:

1. Provide previously addressed mailing labels for the requester to apply to envelopes himself/herself.

2. Post a notice either written by the WAFP or written by the requester and approved by the WAFP about the program, product, or service which the requester is promoting in a location on the WAFP website of the WAFP’s choosing.

3. Post a notice either written by the WAFP or written by the requester and approved by the WAFP about the program, product, or service which the requester is promoting in a location in one of the WAFP’s monthly newsletters of the WAFP’s choosing.

Research/Survey Projects. 

A mailing list may be provided to organizations and individuals requesting them for the purpose of involving WAFP members in surveys and research projects.  However, before a mailing list is made available to such organizations and individuals, the proposed mailing piece as well as the proposed survey instrument must be submitted to the WAFP's Research Committee for review.

The decision as to whether a mailing list shall be provided for such surveys or research projects shall be determined solely on the basis of the following guidelines:

1. The request must be made from a reputable person or organization.

2. The survey instrument must be designed to produce valid and reliable results. It must be pre-tested.

3. The request must clearly state the objectives of the study and indicate the use to be made of the results. If results are to be published, the participants in the study are to be informed.

4. The potential results should:

a. Significantly add to the body of knowledge in the medical field, particularly family medicine, and

b. Have a positive benefit for the membership of the WAFP.

5. Permission to use the mailing list for a research/survey project in no way implies endorsement by the WAFP for the study.

The Academy will not provide its contact list for telephone, facsimile or electronic mail solicitations. (2009)

