
Governor Evers Not Running for Re-Election 
 

On July 24, Wisconsin Governor Tony Evers (D) announced that he will not run for a third term 
as governor in 2026. His video announcement, which includes a transcript, may be viewed here. 
 
This will be the first time since 2010 that an incumbent Wisconsin governor has not run for re-
election. Tony Evers was first elected as governor in 2018 when he defeated then-Governor Scott 
Walker (R). He was re-elected in 2022, when he defeated Republican businessman Tim Michels. 
Prior to his tenure as governor, he was elected three times – in 2009, 2013, and 2017 – to the 
statewide position of Superintendent of the Department of Public Instruction – the state K-12 
education agency. Earlier in his career, he was a teacher, school principal, and school district 
superintendent. 
 
The 2026 Democratic primary election for governor could be quite crowded. At this time, the 
following Democrats have announced their candidacy for governor: incumbent Lieutenant 
Governor Sara Rodriguez, Milwaukee County Executive and former State Representative David 
Crowley, and former labor union official and American Family Field beer vendor Ryan Strnad. 
State Senator Kelda Roys (Madison) has also indicated that she will likely enter the race. Other 
possible candidates include Attorney General Josh Kaul, Milwaukee Mayor Cavalier Johnson, 
former Lieutenant Governor and 2022 U.S. Senate Candidate Mandela Barnes, State Senator 
Chris Larson (Milwaukee), State Representative Francesca Hong (Madison), Wisconsin 
Economic Development Corporation CEO Missy Hughes, Outagamie County Executive Tom 
Nelson, and former Wisconsin Democratic Party Chair Ben Wikler.  
 
On the Republican side, Milwaukee-area businessman Bill Berrien and Washington County 
Executive Josh Schoemann announced their respective candidacies for governor previously. U.S. 
Representative Tom Tiffany (Minocqua), 2024 Republican U.S. Senate candidate Eric Hovde, 
2022 gubernatorial candidate Tim Michels, and state Senators Patrick Testin (Stevens Point) and 
Mary Felzkowski (Tomahawk) have also been referenced in various media reports as possible 
gubernatorial candidates in 2026. 
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